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This captivating seventeenth-century drama comes from the golden age of the Spanish theater. Fuente
Ovejuna is a play by the Spanish playwright, Lope de Vega. First published in Madrid in 1619, it tells the
story of peasants defending their honor against oppression by a feudal lord. The play is based upon an actual
historical incident that took place in the village of Fuente Obejuna in 1476.

This edition presents the play in Spanish, its original language.
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Review
"Thrilling and moving, accessible and unusual, raw and intensely sophisticated" --Chicago Tribune Synopsis
Fuente Ovejuna (c. 1613) is the most famous and frequently performed play by the creator of the Spanish
classical theatre, Lope de Vega. Astonishingly for its period, it celebrates the murder in 1476 of a nobleman,
the Grand Commander of the Military Order of Calatrava, by the peasants he had oppressed, and their
subsequent solidarity under torture. Fuente Ovejuna, however, is less a history lesson or a political tract than
an optimistic moral fable. About the Author
LOPE DE VEGA (1562-1635), the most famous of the Spanish Golden Age playwrights, is allegedly the
most prolific of all time with over 300 plays still surviving. The best-known outside Spain, apart from Fuente
Ovejuna, are Peribanez (c.1612), also published by NHB and also concerning a peasant who murders a Lord
and The Dog in the Manger (c.1613), a comedy of intrigue.Laurence Boswell is an actor, author and director.
His other translations include damned for despair, Don Gil of the Green Britches and The painter of
Dishonour. He also wrote the acclaimed fairy-tale thriller Beauty and the Beast seen at the Young Vic.
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